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KERKENES DAG - YOZGAT
THE ANCIENT CITY OF PTERIA

An international team has been working each summer since
1993. New techniques reveal the secrets of this city, built by the
Medes in the 6t Century BC, and have established its impor-
tance in the history of Anatolia. The photograph from the north-
west, above, shows the defences skilfully following the rim of
this bleak and beautiful mountain-top, protecting a conquering
power that had extended its Iranian empire to the Kiziirmak.
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KERKENES DAGI - YOZGAT
PTERIA ANTIK KENTI

Calismalar 1993 yilindan beri her yaz cok uluslu karma bir ekip
tarafindan yiriitilmekeedir. Cagdas teknikler, Medler tarafindan
M.O. 6. yiizyilda insa edilen bu sehrin sirlanmi yavas yavas
actklamakta ve Anadolu tarihi icerisindeki yerini ortaya cikar-
maktadir. Yukanda gorilen kuzeyden ekilmis fotografta, bu
giizel fakat terkedilimis dagin sirtlanns ustalikla izleyen ve Iran™
da kurduklan imparatorluklanni Kiziirmaga kadar genisleten
bir fetih kuvvetini koruyan sehrin surlart goriilmektedir.
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LOCATION

Kerkenes is on the tourist route from Hattusa (Bogazkale), to
the Karakaya, by the

Cappadocia. Sorgun has a modest hotel,
yellow sign to Kerkenes. From

KONUM

Kerkenes, Hattusa (Bogazkale) ile Kapadokya arasindaki turis-
tik giizergah tizerinde yer almaktadir. Sorgun’da bulunan kiiclik

Otel Karakaya, Kerkenes sapagini

Sahmuratl village a rough road
winds upwards to the city wall. At
an altitude of ¢. 1,400 metres the site
can sometimes be subject to bitterly
cold winds even in August.

gosteren san yol levhasimin hemen
yanindadir. Sahmurath Koyiinden
yukariya dogru kivrilarak cikan yol
sehir surlanna kadar erismektedir.
1400 metreyi bulan yiikseklikte
Agustos ayinda bile soguk riizgarlar-
la karsilasmak mimkiindr.

Sahmurath expedition house
tel. 0 354 421 5154

Karakaya Otel
tel. 0 354 415 2393
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Winters are long and bitterly cold. During the Hittite Spring Festival, from the city of Zippalanda,
(modem Kusakh Hoyik, in the foreground), the Great King celebrated the sacred Mount Daha
(Kerkenes Dag) which domindtes the skyline.

Kerkenes Daginda kislar uzun ve soguk gecmektedir. Hitit Bahar Festivali sirasinda Buiyik Kral,
Zippalanda'dan (resmin on kismunda gorilen modern Kusakly Hoyik) - ufku isgal eden Daha Dagmi

(modem Kerkenes Dag) kutsard.
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INTRODUCTION

Kerkenes was ancient Pteria, founded by the Median king
Aystages, following the “Battle of the Eclipse”, 28th May, 585
BC. According to Herodotus, Croesus destroyed it in 547 BC,
following his divinely sanctioned crossing of the Halys, in the
mistaken belief that he would destroy the Persian Empire
rather than his own. Croesus enslaved the Pterians and chased
innocent Cappadocians from the surrounding countryside.
Lydian aggression was soon halted by the Achaemenid usurp-
er Cyrus the Great at the indecisive “Battle of Pteria”, fought on
the plain below. Pteria is the largest Iron Age city on the
Anatolian Plateau, its prominent peak dominating the lanscape.
Central location provides the key to understanding both its
choice as the western capital of the Median Empire and the
brevity of its magnificence. Few references occur in the ancient
sources: Herodotus locates Pteria east of the Halys River (mod-
ern Kizilirmak) and describes it as the strongest place in that
part of Cappadocia. The Byzantine geographer Stephanos
knew it to have been a city of the Medes. Our research has
shown that Median Empire possessed the ostentation typical of
ancient empires and put in place a system of control that facil-
itated consolidation and expansion of Iranian power under the
Achaemenids.

SUNUS

M.O. 28 Mayis 585 giinii yapilan “Giines Tutulmas Savast'nin
ardindan Med krali Astyages tarafindan kurulan antik Pteria
kenti, Kerkenes'in takendisidir. Heredota gore, M.O. 547
yilinda Kizirma gectiginde yikilacagi kehanetinde bulunulan
bir imparatorlugun kendisininki degil de iran'dan gelen
Medlerinki oldugu distincesiyle sehre saldwan Krezils
tarafindan yok edilmistir. Kreziis Pteriahlan esir etmis ve
cevrede vasayan Kapadokyalilan yurtlanindan stirmistir.
Akamanss hikiimdan Biiyik Keyhisrev, sehrin etrafindaki
diizliikte yapilan “Pteria Savagt” ile Lidyahlarin harekatina son
vermistir. Zirvesi gevreye hakim bir konumda bulunan Pteria,
Anadolu platosundaki en biiyik Demir Cag kentidir. Bu
merkezi konumu, neden Med Imparatorlugunun batidaki
baskenti olarak secildigini ve bu yiiceliginin neden bu kadar
kisa stirdigini acklamaktadir. Eski ¢ag kaynaklarinda bulu-
nan gondermelerden bazilan sunlardir: Heredot'a gore Pteria,
Halys Irmagmin (Kizhrmak) dogusunda bulunmaktadir ve
Kapadokyanin en iyi korunan sehridir. Bizansl cografyacs
Stephanos da sehrin Medlerce kuruldugunu soylemektedir.
Arastirmalanimiz Med Imparatorlufunun da diger eski ¢ag
imparatorluklan gibi gosterisi sevdigini ve fran hakimiyetinin
daha sonra Akamanslar tarafindan yaydmasini saglayan bir
kontrol sistemi olusturmay: basardigini gostermistir.

Coas

A photograph taken from the Cloud 9 hot air balloon in September 1993 shows the extent of the city, 2.5 km?, embraced by 7 km of defences, making it the largest
city of its day in Central Anatolia, The strategic location dominates the landscape. Abundant springs provided water through the year, The highest part, the Kale,

is crowned by the mortared remains of a Byzantine castle.

Arazi modelinde, sehri Orta Anadolu'da déneminin en biiyigit yapan ve 2.5 km?'ye varan yizdliminii ceveeleyen 7 km uzunlugundaki surlart gorilebilir. Sehir
stratejik konumu nedeniyle cevreye hakim durumdadis. Meveut pinarlar bitiin yil su saglamaktadir, Sehrin en yiiksek boliminde yer alan Kale, Bizans déneminde

surlar fle gevrilmistir,




METHODOLOGY / YONTEM

A camera suspended from a helium filled blimp was used to take ver-
tical and oblique pictures. A grid and control points were marked on
the ground with powdered white lime and plotted with a Sokkia total
station. Computers are then used to rectify the photos and to produce
digitised maps of the city. Computers are used to rectify the photos
and then to produce digitised maps of the city.

Helyumla sisirilmis kiiciik bir balona (blimp) asilan bir fotograf maki-
nast kullanilarak yatay ve egri hava resimleri cekilmistir. Bir elektonik
teodolit yardimiyla bir karolaj ve gerekli kontrol noktalart olusturularak
beyaz toz kirec ile yere isaretlenmis ve Glctilmistiir. Bilgisayar
ortamunda bu verilerden yararlanularak s6z konusu hava fotograflarini
rektifive etmek (diizeltmek) ve sehrin dijital haritalarii hazirlamak
miimktn olmustur.

Subsurface features, such as walls, can be mapped by making detailed
magnetic measurements. This method is fast and efficient and has the
advantage that it does not disturb the buried remains. Geophysical sur-
vey works well at Kerkenes because there is only one building level.

Duvarlar gibi toprak alunda bulunan elemanlar da manyetik dlgimler-
le elde edilen veriler kullaniarak belgelenebilmektedir. Bu yintem
yalnizea siiratli ve iiretken olmakla kalmaywp, gomiilii kalhntilann
kazilarak ortaya ¢ikandmasini gerektirmeden bilgi saglamaktadir.
Jeofiziksel arastrmanin olumlu sonu¢ vermesinin nedenlerinden biri
de Kerkenes Daginda sadece bir yapi tabakasin bulunmasidir.

Test trenches have confirmed the accuracy of the magnetic maps. They
vividly show that the city was deliberately bumt and reveal evidence
of the wealth and sophistication of the inhabitants. Floors were clay,
extensive outside areas were stone paved (foreground). These exca-
vations are conducted jointly with Mr Musa Ozcan, Director of the
Yozgat Museum. Digging is done by local workmen under the super-
vision of expedition staff and students.

Yapilan deneme kazdar manyetik haritalarm  dogrulugunu
kamtlamustir. Bunlar agik bir bicimde, sehrin bilingli olarak yakildigini
gastermis ve sehir sakinlerinin zenginlik ve medeniyet diizeyleri ile
ilgili Gnemli veriler ortaya koymugtur. Désemeler skistinilmis toprak
olup, actk alanlarnn biiyik kisme resimde gorildigi gibi tas
kaplanmustir. Deneme kazisi calismalant Yozgat Miizesi Miidiiri Musa
Ozcan fle ortak olarak yiirittilmiis ve arastima ekibi ile dgrencilerin
denetiminde iscilerce yapimistir,
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Oblique photographs taken with the blimp
reveal aspects of the urban planning and infra-
structure, giving an understanding of the urban
dynamics. The pattern of streets and urban
blocks, and some individual buildings can be
clearly seen.

Helyum balonu (blimp) ile cekilen egri
fotograflar sehir planciligt ve altyapisinin
degisik niteliklerini gozontine sererek, sehir
dinamiklerinin ~ anlagdmasint  saglamstir.
Bunlarin  {izerinde, ~sokaklar ve yapi
adalarndan. olusan sehir dokusu ile belirgin
bazt yapilar acikca gorilebilmektedir.

The outline of this urban block, some 70m x 70m,
is visible on the surface. Geophysical survey
revealed more structures within the enclosure,
such as the two-roomed bulding near the cen-
tre. This geophysical data is combined with
digitized and rectified blimp photographs to
produce maps of the ancient city. The accura-
cy of the geomagnetic results was tested by
excavation,

Bu 70m x 70m biiyiikliigiindeki sehir yap:
adasiun dis duvarlan yiizeyde goriilebilmekle
birlikte, jeofiziksel arastirma sonucu icinin de
orta kisimda gortilen iki odali bina gibi irili
ufakly yapilarla dolu oldugu anlasilmustir. Bu
jeofiziksel  verilerin  bilgisayar ortammna
aktanilarak rektifive edilen helyum balonu
fotograflan ile cakistilmast sonucu sehrin ha-
ritalant elde edilmektedir. Jeomanyetik verilerin
giivenilirligi kazi ile denenmistir.

Excavation of a two-roomed structure shows
the wall tops just below the surface. Many
structures had stone footings for timber framed
mud-brick  buildings with flat roofs.
Microscopic study of floors provides clues to
the function of buildings.

Iki odah bir yapin kazimast ile toprak
yiizeyinin hemen altnda bulunan duvar tstleri
ortaya ¢ikardmustr, Yapianin pek cogu diz
toprak catilarla Grtilmis ve tas temel duvar-
laninn tizerine kerpic dolgulu ahsap iskeletler
ile insa edilmistir. Ortaya ¢ikanlan dosemelerin
mikroskopik incelemesi ile binalann islevleri
hakkinda ipuclart elde edilmektedir.



In spring the stone footings stand out against the vivid green of the vegetation. This view, taken from the Kale, shows some of the urban
blocks, each filled with buildings, and the system of streets and passageways.

Baharda tas temel duvarlant yeseren bitki 6rtiisii ile kontrast olusturarak daha kolay goriiniir hale gelmektedir. Kale'den cekilen bu
fotografta irili ufaklr cesitli yapilarla dolu adalar ile sokak sistemi gortilmektedir.

Excavated in 1996, this ivory fumniture inlay is embellished with amber beads backed with reflective tin or silver and has traces of gold
leaf, The doe, at left, was originally decorated with brightly coloured enamel. This unique piece points to contacts with the west and is
an indication of the status and sophisticated taste of the Pterians. It measures 29 cm. Conservation was carried out by Simone Korolnik
in the Museum of Anatolian Civilisations, Ankara. The photographs were taken by Behi¢ Giinel and Hiiseyin Sen.

1996 yili kazilannda ortaya cikarian bu fildisi mobilya siisleme parcasi, arkalant yansitici kalay veya giimiis ile varaklanmis kehribar bon-
cuklar ve yer yer altn varaklarla siislenmistir. Sol ucta gorilen ceylan ise Gzgiin halinde parlak renkli minelerle bezenmistir. Bu benzersiz
buluntu, bats ile yakn iliskilere isaret etmekte ve Preriallann gelismis zevklerini gostermektedir. Objenin uzunlugu 29 em'dir. Objenin
konservasyonu Ankara Anadolu Medeniyetleri Miizesinde Simone Korolnik tarafindan yiriitiilmis, fotograflar ise Behic Giinel ve Hiiseyin
Sen tarafindan cekilmistir.




REGIONAL SURVEY

BOLGESEL ARASTIRMA

We have conducted a survey in the environs of Kerkenes and Kerkenes Dagi cevresinde daha genis bir alanda yiizey
taken blimp photographs for our colleagues working on other aragtirmast yuritiilerek, bu bolgede calisan diger aragtrmacilar
projects in the region.

icin de helyum balonu (blimp) ile hava fotograflan cekilmistir.

Kusakli Hoyiik, the Hittite city of Zipallanda, lies a few km to the north of Kerkenes Dag.
Kusaklt Hoviik, ya da eski adiyla Hitit sehri Zipallanda, Kerkenes Daginn bir kac kilometre kuzeyinde yer almaktadr.

Alisar Hoyiik, a multi period site crucial to understanding the archaeology of
Central Anatolia. Trenches dug by von der Osten and Schmidt between 1927
and 1939, stand out. Dr R. Gorny has recently begun a new series of campaigns.

Orta Anadolu arkeolojisinin anlasilabilmesi icin ¢ok Onemli olan cesitli
donemlere ait yerlesimler iceren Alisar Hoyik. Von der Osten ve Schmidt
tarafindan 1927 - 1932 yillani arasinda yiritilen calismalarda kazilan acmalar
rahatca gorilebilmektedir. Dr. R. Gomy, kisa bir siire dnce bu alanda yeni bir
arastirma dizisi baslatmistir,

Rescue excavations of Mercimek Tepe in the city of Yozgat. This Early Bronze
Age village is being excavated by Mr. Musa Ozcan, director of the Yozgat
Museum. The radial plan of the houses can be clearly seen.

Yozgat icerisinde bulunan Mercimek Tepe'de yiiritilen kurtarma Kaziar. Bu
Erken Bronz Cag koyu, Yozgat Mizesi Midiri Musa Ozcan tarafindan
kazilmaktadir. Evlerin egriletle bicimlenmis planlan acikca gortilebilmektedir.
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TESEKKURLER

Dederli desteklerinden dolay: T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanhi@ Anitlar ve Miizeler Genel
Midirliigii mensuplar ve temsilciler ile Yozgat Valisi ve Sorgun Kaymakam
sahsinda projeye ilgi gisteren ve yardmar olan diger wim gorevlilere
miitesekkiriz. Deneme kazilannda gosterdikleri degeri isbirliginden dolays
Yozgat Mizesi Midiri ve mensuplanna, yardimlan ve sagladiklan
olanaklardan dolayr Ankara Anadolu Medeniyetleri Miizesi Miidiri ve men-
suplarma. ekibimize gelencksel Anadolu misafirperverligini gosteren Sahmu-
rath Koyii sakinlerine ve ozverili calismalart ile degerli katkilanmdan dolay
tiim ekip tyelerimize icten tesekkiiderimizi sunuyoruz.

DESTEK
Kerkenes Projesine baslayarak siirdiirmemizi saglayan destekeilerimize
tesekkiirii bore biliyoruz. Destek, akademik ve diger kurumlarin yardimlan,
hagslar ile esitli Tiirk kuruluslan ve diger salustarm yardim ve isbirligi
seklinde olmaktadir.
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